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At Freeland CE Primary School, our Christian vision unites our community in providing an environment 
where every member is supported to reach their full potential. Inspired by the Parable of the Mustard 
Seed, we believe that “from small beginnings come great things” and encourage our children to 
know their roots, branch out and fly high. We are a community where every child is nurtured, 
valued, and encouraged to flourish, so that they are ready to soar with confidence. We grow together 
to learn, love and be loved. 

Rooted in our Church of England foundation and in partnership with local churches and the Oxford 
Diocese, we are a fully inclusive school where all children are welcomed and nurtured. We provide an 
education of the highest quality within a Christian context, embedding our values in all that we do. We 
help children understand their place within both the school and the wider world, developing respect for 
different faiths, cultures and beliefs so they become tolerant, compassionate citizens. 

We aim for every child to leave Freeland with integrity, confidence and inspiration for the next stage of 
their journey. We do this by living our Christian values of Honesty, Forgiveness, Compassion and 
Love, holding high expectations for all, creating rich and memorable learning experiences, keeping 
children safe, celebrating success, nurturing curiosity and critical thinking, encouraging creativity, and 
developing understanding of the wider world. Everyone in our community – children, staff, parents, 
governors and partners – belongs to Freeland for life. 

Our curriculum fosters a love of learning, develops lifelong skills and provides meaningful first-hand 
experiences. It enables children to understand their roots, engage with the world around them, and 
leave Freeland with ambition, confidence, and a strong sense of belonging. It is designed to reflect our 
aims and meet the requirements of the National Curriculum and government guidance. 

(The Early Years curriculum is detailed in a separate EYFS policy.) 
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Our Curriculum Design 

At Freeland CE Primary School we have worked collaboratively to design a rationale which underpins our Christian vision and values so that we encourage and develop every child 
to ‘know their roots, branch out and fly high’.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ‘OUR ROOTS’  
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‘BRANCH OUT’ 
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‘FLY HIGH’ 
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OUR CURRICULUM INTENT  
 
For each subject, with the exception of English and Maths, topics are mapped out through KCV’s to show progression of 
skills and knowledge as the children advance through the school.  
 
Each KCV focuses on building upon prior learning and shows clearly the skills and knowledge the children will learn 
throughout the unit.  
 
The beginning of each KCV identifies which areas of skills or knowledge children have learnt previously. This means 
teachers can focus solely on the identified key skills and knowledge for that unit. These skills are broken down and made 
clear to teachers and children, so they know and understand their learning. Throughout their teaching, children will be 
exposed to a range of vocabulary, and this is broken down into two tiers. Tier 2, which is more commonly used vocabulary 
and Tier 3 - higher level vocabulary which the children are exposed to.   
 
Teachers explicitly teach the vocabulary so that children can access the learning to the best of their ability. Children are 
also asked key concept questions at the beginning of a unit so teachers can gauge prior understanding. These questions 
require higher level thinking skills and a deep understanding of a particular piece of learning.  Teachers use these 
questions as an assessment tool to make regular check ins with children’s understanding.   
At the end of each term, KCV’s that have been taught will be reviewed by the curriculum lead, alongside the subject lead. 
This is to ensure that the knowledge and skills that are on the KCV are taught to keep prior learning up to date. 
 
 
A Knowledge-Based Curriculum – 
 
We believe that: 

Knowledge needs concepts 
Knowledge facts need to be underpinned by concepts and need to be taught explicitly  
Knowledge is subject based 
Knowledge needs to be situated in and be protected within the discipline  
Knowledge needs to be remembered 
Knowledge is taught to be remembered, not merely encountered  
Knowledge should be sequenced and progressive 
Knowledge is sequenced and mapped deliberately and coherently  

 
Knowledge, Concepts and Vocabulary Organisers (KCVs) 
Our Curriculum is knowledge-based and includes planning using concepts, vocabulary and sometimes skills for each 
curriculum area. KCVs outline the main knowledge covered in each curriculum area, so that knowledge is built up across 
key stages. 
 
KCV Principles 
 
Principles So that… 

KCVs are stuck in children’s books at the beginning of each 
unit. These form the minimum level of knowledge that all 
children will learn. 
 

Children, teachers and parents are clear about what KCVs 
are being taught and assessed in each unit. 

 There is a clear link between the KCV of each unit and the 
sequence of lessons which intend to facilitate the learning of 
this content 
 

All lessons are designed to teach and assess the KCVs 
intended within the unit.         

 Each unit contains an assessment of the KCV 
 

Teachers know how successful their teaching has been – 
and what ‘gaps’ in learning need to be addressed. 
 

  Attention is paid to any gaps in learning uncovered by the 
unit assessment 
 

Any ‘gaps’ in children’s learning are reduced which will 
help children link future, more complex, knowledge to 
previous learning. 

 
 
 
The curriculum will embed opportunities for pupils’ personal development, including mental health awareness, 
resilience building, and reflection aligned with our Christian values and the school’s restorative approaches 
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Implementation of our Curriculum: 
 
At Freeland Primary School, we follow the Rosenshine Principles in all our lessons. We follow a mastery approach, 
whereby the teachers ensure that pupils understand the foundations before moving on. At times, this may mean that 
learning from previous years/units is revisited to ensure that the learning is embedded.  
 
Our aim is that all children move forward at a similar pace; however individualised measures may be put in place to support 
or challenge pupils to ensure that the curriculum matches their specific needs. Examples of these adaptive teaching 
strategies include; additional resources, assistive technology, pre-teaching, challenge thinking questions, adult support or 
planned intervention.​  
 
To further support inclusion, curriculum planning will explicitly incorporate cultural diversity and representation within 
knowledge and texts, reflecting the wider world and preparing pupils as respectful global citizens. 
 
Our lesson design: 
 

Lesson Element What does this look like? 
Retrieval Practice 
Review of previous learning 
which supports transference 
of short term memory to long 
term memory. 
 

use gap analysis or previous assessment to practice misconceptions or recap on 
previous learning in preparation for building new knowledge  

Guided Practice 
Introduce learning objective  
may include: 

●​ Journaling in green 
pen 

●​ Modelled/guided 
practice 

●​ Partner talk/ oracy 
so that: 
children know what they are 
learning, 
 
 
 

Journaling 

Children are expected to regularly journal throughout a lesson by writing down 
definitions, reflections on learning (I now know, I have noticed) and notes to help 
support their retrieval of learning. Teachers will need to scaffold and model this process 
using the sentence stems. In Year 1 journaling can be evidenced as a whole class on 
the working walls and when appropriate pupils should move to journaling 
independently in books. Learning assistants should be used to help capture children’s 
thoughts on post notes or directly into books. 

Full modelling – the teacher narrates every word and thought process to demonstrate 
principles of metacognition and reflection. 
Scaffolded – the teacher may use sentence stems (think cloze procedure) to give a 
structure to the sentence allowing for some personalisation and early independence. 
Independent – the teacher should always make clear the expectation around a 
Learning points. 
The use of the sentence stems I now know and I have noticed help scaffold the 
children’s reflections. 
Teachers can give children specific disciplinary vocabulary which must be included in 
the Learning Objectives, they can give a minimum number of keywords to use or they 
can give no scaffold but ask the children to ensure they have used words from the 
relevant Learning Point heading. 
 

 Independent practice  
- Brief explanation of each 
task ‘do it, twist it, deepen it.’ 
-Children choose which task 
to start with depending on 
confidence. 
-Challenge through RPQs 
throughout the lesson where 
appropriate.  
-Children to work 
independently  
so that children can practice 
what they have learnt 

do it - frequency task 
twist it - move to problem solving 
deepen it - challenge through reasoning 
 
Teacher and TA to continually assess the learning around the classroom.  
Where patterns of misunderstanding are identified, feedback will often be given to the 
whole class so that teaching time is used efficiently and all pupils benefit. 
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Live marking ​
Element throughout the 
lesson for teacher to 
continually assess children’s 
understanding so that they 
can identify misconceptions 
immediately and allow 
children to gain a better 
understanding. Can then 
move children on to next 
steps and a deeper 
understanding. 

VF stamped in books 
Stop class and address any common misconceptions.  
Planned next steps prior to the lesson. 
Children answer these in green pen 
 
 

Reflection  
Self assessment at the end 
of each lesson for children to 
consider and mark their 
confidence so that children 
develop skills to assess their 
own learning and teacher 
assessment. Children to 
evaluate their own work, 
creating independent 
learning 

Children to tick the learning objective to review their thinking 
 

✓ - indicates that the child has achieved the learning objective  

✓✓ - indicates that the child had achieved a deeper understanding of the 
learning objective 

.  - indicates that the child has not yet reached the learning objective 
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Impact of our Curriculum:  
We believe in preparing our pupils so that they leave our school with a sense of purpose; for themselves, for the locality in 
which they live but also within the wider world (know your roots, branch out, fly high). This prepares children for life beyond 
the school gates, where they have the knowledge, confidence and skills to become successful lifelong learners and be 
ready for the next stage of their education.  
 
At Freeland Primary School, our curriculum outlines a broad range of strategies which, when consistently applied, ensures 
a high standard of learning and teaching across the school. The full curriculum is mapped out for each subject in its own 
curriculum handbook. Each subject handbook provides a full overview of each subject, complete with all intended learning 
and details the progression of skills and knowledge across the school.  Subject leaders will receive ongoing professional 
development and time allocated for curriculum monitoring, including lesson visits, book scrutiny, and pupil interviews, to 
ensure high-quality delivery and continuous curriculum improvement 
 
In addition to regular termly reviews of KCVs, we will implement systematic tracking of pupil progress across all subjects 
using formative and summative assessment data. This data will be analysed by subject leads and leadership teams to 
identify trends, gaps, and inform targeted interventions. Pupil voice and self-assessment will be incorporated to ensure 
engagement and understanding of progress. 
 
Early Years:  
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) covers the development of children from birth to the end of their Reception Year. 
The overarching aim of the EYFS is to ensure that children learn, develop and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes 
teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills 
that provide the right foundation for good future progress through school and life.   
We follow the Statutory Framework of the EYFS and the four guiding principles that shape practice within Early Years 
settings:    
● every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured;   
● children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships;    
● children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to their individual needs 
and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers;    
● children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates.  
 
Our Early Years curriculum is designed to recognise children’s prior learning, both from their Nursery settings and their 
experiences at home. We work in partnership with parents, carers and other settings to provide the best possible start at 
Eynsham Community Primary School, ensuring each individual reaches their full potential from their various starting points.  
Children learn skills, acquire new knowledge and demonstrate their understanding through the seven areas of learning and 
development.   
 
The prime areas are:  
● Communication and language 
● Physical development   
● Personal, social and emotional development.   
The specific areas are:  
● Literacy   
● Mathematics  
● Understanding of the world   
● Expressive arts and design   
 
The prime areas are those most essential for a child’s healthy development and future learning. As they grow, these skills 
will support the child as they extend their development in the specific areas. None of these areas can be delivered in 
isolation from the others. They are equally important and depend on each other. All areas are delivered through a balance 
of adult led and child-initiated activities.   
 
At Freeland Primary School we value all areas of learning and development equally and understand that they are inter 
connected.   
● We use a range of approaches that provide first-hand experiences, give clear explanations, make appropriate 
interventions and extend and develop play and talk or other means of communication.   
● A carefully planned curriculum helps children work towards the Early Learning Goals throughout EYFS.    
● Children take part in activities that build on and extend their interests and develop their intellectual, physical, social and 
emotional abilities.    
● Children are encouraged to communicate and talk about their learning, to develop independence and self-management.   
● Learning needs are supported with appropriate and accessible indoor and outdoor space and equipment.    
● We identify progress and future learning needs of children through observations.   
 
Through play our children develop and explore learning experiences, which help them make sense of the world. The adults 
model play and play sensitively with the children fitting in with their plans and ideas. The children are encouraged to try new 
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activities and judge risks for themselves. We talk to them about how we get better at things through effort and practice and 
that we can all learn when things go wrong. They practice and build up ideas, learning how to control themselves and 
understand the need for rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their 
own.   
 
At Freeland Primary School, we recognise that Oracy not only improves academic outcomes, but is a life skill to ensure 
success beyond school, in life and future employment. Oracy develops children’s thinking and understanding, which in turn 
promotes self-confidence, resilience and empathy to support the child’s well-being.  
 
Our enabling environments and warm, skillful adult interactions support the children as they begin to link learning to their 
play and exploration right from the start.  We believe that a high level of engagement ensures a high level of attainment.  
 
Our text-led curriculum has been designed to enable our children to develop a rich vocabulary and a love of reading. We 
follow children’s interests and ideas to foster a lifelong love of learning both in and outside of school. Children are able to 
succeed through cooperative and collaborative learning opportunities which equip the children to become ambitious, 
independent and inquisitive learners.  
 
We will regularly moderate EYFS assessments internally and with local partner settings to ensure consistency and 
accuracy in judging children’s development and readiness for Year 1. 
 
By the end of the reception year, our intent is to ensure that all children make at least good progress from their starting 
points and are equipped with the skills and knowledge to have a smooth transition into Year 1.   
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